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Reintroduction

On September 24th 2005, storks flied to the sky after 40
years since they were first kept in breeding, carrying hopes
and dreams of 3,500 visitors. We was worried about whether
storks could survive in the wild.
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5 storks flew in the sky above the local
Shounji area.,

Although the future is unclear, I have not given up. I have a promise
with the storks. I want to return to the sky one day. I have been praying
for 20 years, hoping that this year will be the year. In those 20 years,
55 eggs have been laid at the breeding center. However, most of them
were infertile, and the other eggs never hatched.

(Omission)

Not yet, not yet, please, hang in there. I'm so worried, I want to hold
the eggs myself. And then, on May | 6th, with the cute cry of "pee-pee",
the long-awaited chick was born. It's the moment I've been waiting for
24 years. Parent storks diligently taking care of their chicks seems so
fresh to me. An indescribable emotion fills my whole body.

Koujiro Matsushima (Storks Return to the Sky, from the Kobe Shimbun
General Publishing Center)
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(First Research NS el The storks released in 2005 began breeding in the wild two years later, and

Director) Hiroshi Ikeda | the first chicks left the Yuruji nestle on July 3 1st, 2007.
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Restoration of wetland

Prior to the release of the storks, wetland restoration work

began in Toyooka and is still ongoing. Wetlands support many
aquatic lives, but maintenance is essential.
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Rice field biotope

Many people have begun creating biotopes (habitats for organisms). It
aims to increase the number of aquatic organisms by filling with water
unused farmland in the valleys and unused rise fields in the plains. Local
people, including children, have begun investigating the organisms.
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On November 27th 2002,, Hachigoro was spotted for the first time flies
down onto the biotope set up by local person to forage for food.
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Arrival of the Hachigoro in 2002

On August 5th 2002, a wild stork migrated from the continent arrived in
Toyooka. The stork, named Hachigoro, settled in Toyooka. Before the

release of the storks, Hachigoro's arrival gave big courage to the people
of Toyooka.
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Restoration of wetland
Unused farmlands restored as wetlands.
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Flooded swamps and wet rice fields have been transformed into large
wetlands, where storks now nest.
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River improvement

Multi-natural river improvement projects that balance flood control with
environmental conservation are progressing, and wetlands are being
created on the riverbeds.




AT

g
- -4
lz . E
I' (R~ ~
i ]

.}'l“‘;’{-‘4_- : o —
Naad oy
;':i\\i-\\i\xw N =

-

ary/ k)

'/,

a9/ MR TEVWLWERDEFELZEHMLLT{N
T EBEXK BAEENEKIITOD/M)KRIELTHEE
BOXFELITTVWET 54,2/ M)ICE->TH
R EETMHIMELKBIZTIES LWEEIR T,

Stork-friendly farming

Storks help promote the production of safe and delicious rice.
Rice grown organic or with reduced amounts of pesticides is
gaining popularity among consumers as "Stork Rice“. Of
course, the rice fields, where many different organisms, are
also an excellent feeding ground for storks.
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In winter, filling the rice field with water

It is effective to control weeds. Japanese brown frogs lay their eggs in the
rice fields in valleys, and whooper swans and great white-fronted goose
visit the plains.
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Pesticide free, Reduced pesticides
Pesticide free: No pesticides used
Rice with reduced pesticides:

More than 75% reduction

No neonicotinoids used

Seed disinfection Chemical synthesis
is not allowed
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Extend midseason drainage

From late June to July is midseason
drainage. It is for arrival of the
black spotted pond frog and darters
to emerge. The frogs in the rice
fields are an important food source
for storks.
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Restoring nature's balance

Human activities have caused many changes in nature,
including the creation of many endangered species. The
increase of wildlife damage, non-native species also having a
major impact on the ecosystem. The main goal of the

reintroduction efforts is to restore a rich natural, with the
stork as a symbol.
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The large red pine trees where storks once nested have almost completely
disappeared, and now only herons build nest here.
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Satoyama landscape has long been valued as a source of fuel, timber, wild

vegetables, and other resources. It was a habitat for a wide variety of
plants and animals.
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C . L , Impact of non-native species
Grasslands maintained by human hands are rich in biodiversity. Kannabe

: Designed non-native species have invaded Toyooka and are disrupting the
Plateau is one of the few places where local people do (controlled) balance of the ecosystem.
burning of a hill.
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Destruction of vegetation by deer

Deer populations increase too much and they

.~ I X = 5% - e e destroy crops and forest floor. The insects that
) \é ;’ik E. 'I.,E\.*i 0) * é ’. i = - - -\ depend on it are also decreasing.

Conservation of endangered species
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Live together

Nature provides many benefits to humans, but it also faces
many threats. We inherit the knowledge and culture about
nature that our predecessors possessed to live together with
nature.
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Once you learn the names of weeds, your
world will change.
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Know nature
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Satoyama landscape culture.
Another important goal is to move away from the era of mass production,

mass consumption and revive the Satoyama culture that utilizes natural
materials.

Sometimes nature is
/] threat
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The low wetlands where storks live are also areas that are repeatedly hit by
floods. Fighting natural disasters and animal damage is another form of
"coexistence."
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Children return to nature

The sight of children playing in nature is one of the major goals we want to
achieve through the reintroduction of storks. In Toyooka, many groups of
children are playing happily in nature.
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Exchange, economy
In order to protect the nature in human settlements, it is

necessary to be maintained and enriched peoples living who
lives there. Through storks, many interactions between people

are born.
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Hyogo Park of the Oriental White Stork
Toyooka Municipal Museum of the Oriental White Stork
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Volunteer tour for wetland restoration: Hachigoro's Toshima Wetland
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Volunteer activities by companies and groups are also a major contribution
to the management of the vast wetlands.
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Local production for local consumpfion

Stork <Wetland =Willow=Bag industry
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The Kiryu Zaiku wickerwork, which

started in the Nara period, has B 20 (2 mamise s mia)
been passed down as Toyooka's bag Toyooka bag TAZMO K/MEL L EFGFFIIBT TLERAR T,

'”d:'ls*?f’ Wh"ih bo‘?Sfj‘ the highest (Provided by Toyooka City Environmental There is many types direct sales stores in Toyooka city are very popular
o an conomic airs vivision
production volume in Japan ) among locals.
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