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Reintroduction
On September 24th 2005, storks flied to the sky after 40
years since they were first kept in breeding, carrying hopes
and dreams of 3,500 visitors. We was worried about whether
storks could survive in the wild.
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5 storks flew in the sky above the local

Shounji area. _ . :
Although the future is unclear, | have not given up. | have a promise

with the storks. | want to return to the sky one day. | have been praying
for 20 years, hoping that this year will be the year. In those 20 years,
55 eggs have been laid at the breeding center. However, most of them
were infertile, and the other eggs never hatched.
(Omission)
Not yet, not yet, please, hang in there. I'm so worried, | want to hold

the eggs myself. And then, on May 16th, with the cute cry of "pee - pee”,
the long - awaited chick was born. It's the moment I've been waliting for

G = T e e : 24 years. Parent storks diligently taking care of their chicks seems so

L I e o e— R TR S W W fresh to me. An indescribable emotion fills my whole body.
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Koujiro Matsushima (Storks Return to the Sky, from the Kobe Shimbun
General Publishing Center)
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It is only in a rich o step, so | hope we 2005 /
ecosystem that storks . - cherish them. (First :
can rise to the top. | | Breeder) | /P 31 N
(First Research Aoule bRl The storks released in 2005 began breeding in the wild two years later, and

Director) Hiroshi lkeda the first chicks left the Yuruji nestle on July 31st, 2007.
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Restoration of wetland
Prior to the release of the storks, wetland restoration work

pegan In Toyooka and is still ongoing. Wetlands support many
aquatic lives, but maintenance is essential.
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Rice field biotope
Many people have begun creating biotopes (habitats for organisms). It Y \1 I —
aims to increase the number of aquatic organisms by filling with water . A

unused farmland in the valleys and unused rise fields in the plains. Local ¢ § \ S
people, including children, have begun investigating the organisms. Restoration of wetland

Unused farmlands restored as wetlands.
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On November 27th 2002,, Hachigoro was spotted for the first time flies
down onto the biotope set up by local person to forage for food.
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Toshima wetland
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Flooded swamps and wet rice fields have been transformed into large
wetlands, where storks now nest.
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Arrival of the  Hachigoro in 2002 O F ] y S =TT O

On August 5th 2002, a wild stork migrated from the continent arrived Iin N S

Toyooka. The stork, named Hachigoro , settled in Toyooka. Before the River improvement

release of the storks, Hachigoro's arrival gave big courage to the people Multi - natural river improvement projects that balance flood control with

of Toyooka. environmental conservation are progressing, and wetlands are being
created on the riverbeds.
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Stork - friendly farming
Storks help promote the production of safe and delicious rice.

Rice grown organic or with reduced amounts of pesticides IS

course, the rice fields, where many different organisms, are
also an excellent feeding ground for storks.
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In winter, filling the rice field with water
It is effective to control weeds. Japanese brown frogs lay their eggs in the
rice fields in valleys, and whooper swans and great white - fronted goose

visit the plains.
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Pesticide free, Reduced pesticides
Pesticide free: No pesticides used
Rice with reduced pesticides

More than 75% reduction

No neonicotinoids used

Seed disinfection Chemical synthesis
IS not allowed

Extend midseason drainage

From late June to July iIs midseason
drainage. It is for arrival of the
black spotted pond frog and darters
to emerge. The frogs In the rice
fields are an important food source
for storks.




